Elektra of Richard Strauss (Dresden State Opera, Karl Bb&hm, 
conductor; Borkh, Schech, Madeira, Fischer-Dieskau, Uhl; also 
played in part by Fritz Kramer on the piano) 

Elektra and repetition and Aeschylus and Sophocles and Euripides 
and Giraudoux and "I would like to refresh your memory about Greek 
mythology" said Fritz. Hugo von Hofmannsthal's poem was pro- 
duced in 1903 and Max Reinhardt was the regisseur and "The brother- 
hood Hugo von Hofmannsthal-Richard Strauss is one of the most 
blessed we have in the whole history of music" said Fritz. And 
Iphigenia was sacrificed by Agamemnon to Artemis and the daughter 
of Tyndare and Leda could not forgive the sacrifice of her daughter 
and together with Aegisthus killed Agamemnon, brother of Menelas, 
and son of Atreus, upon his return from Troy. "Agamemnon is dead 
yet he is the main protagonist of the opera. His leitmotif goes 
throughout the opera and he never appears" and "Clytemnestra has 
only one desire--to sleep--but she is in fear and can not. Elektra 
has only one wish--to talk to her dead father and ask his advice" 
said Fritz. And "The orchestra says A-ga-mem-non and the curtain 
goes up" and "Salomé is an erotic psychopath and Elektra is deadly 
sick and we love them both from the beginning to the end" and 

"The kingly version of Elektra's theme is heard first in the 
trombones" said Fritz, And the four primary rhythms of Greek and 
Latin poetry are dactyl (long short short), anapest (short short 
long), iambus (short long), and trochee (long short) and they are 
all amply used in Symphony No. 7 of Beethoven and the dance motif 
of Elektra is a dactylic rhythm. "People whom Strauss likes he 
describes in E flat. When in Ein Heldenleben he describes himself 
he goes into E flat" and "With a little hokus-pokus I can play 
Chrysothemis’ theme which is in E flat like a Vienna waltz" said 
and did Fritz. Salomé and Elektra and heroic prehistory and 
savage seriousness and angularity and "Somebody has to die." 
Orestes is reported dead and Clytemnestra laughs and Chrysothemis 
will not help Elektra. And Elektra stands alone and at the con- 
clusion of her first day as Queen of England Queen Victoria re- 
corded the events of June 20, 1837 in her diary and in that entry 
the word "alone" is repeated five times and Elizabeth Tudor ruled 


alone and "One of the greatest scenes in the whole history of 





